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JUSTIN VERBOOMEN GOES FROM STRENGTH TO STRENGTH!

The FEI Dressage World Cup presented by CRE-ARA - the first of the three FEI World Cup
stages to be held at this year's Longines Equita Lyon, Concours Hippique International - lived
up to all its promises. On Thursday at Eurexpo, the audience in the stands witnessed a truly
memorable series of performances, capped by the victory of the reigning European
champions, Justin Verboomen (BEL) and Zonik Plus, who seemed to be almost floating through
the air during their routine, while setting a personal record in the process. As the best ranked
French rider, Pauline Basquin, took 5% place with Sertorius de Rima Z*IFCE.

Light as a feather

Justin Verboomen will certainly remember his first visit to Lyon. With a score of 81.195 %, the Belgian
rider and his nine-year-old stallion beat their personal best in a Grand Prix competition in the
International Arena at Equita Lyon, in front of a delighted audience. And it was a well-deserved score,
given the performance of the European champions in only their fourth indoor competition! In keeping
with their impressive outdoor performances over the last few months, the two partners once again
demonstrated their incredible lightness and fluidity. "After the European Championships, | tried to
work a bit more with Zonik at home, in really peaceful conditions. As much as possible, | tried to release
the tension and pressure that had built up over previous events. | think it paid off today, because he
was super relaxed. Every time he goes out in a competition, he matures and | feel he's still improving.
Last year, on the indoor circuits, he got very hot and was affected by the décor. In Lyon, the arena is
wide and open, so it's really nice to ride here. That's the overwhelming feeling | have after this class,
above and beyond the personal record. I'm really proud of my horse. He is very sensitive and gives a
lot. He's always had this ability to really focus on me and my encouragements. So, we've tried to build
on that over the years. Considering this is my first time in Lyon, | must say I'm delighted. The conditions
are perfect, in terms of how were welcomed and the quality of the stables, where the horses feel really
great. We'll see what happens tomorrow in the Freestyle, but | hope to have fun and that my horse will
be calm and relaxed on the slightly more difficult exercises that are part of the routine, especially the
transitions. I'll try to help him with my gentle encouragements.”
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The world number 4, Great Britain's Becky Moody, riding Jagerbomb, a horse she bred herself,
confirmed her consistent performances this season by taking second place with a score of
76.196%. She finished ahead of Sandra Sysojeva, the world number 10 from Poland, riding Maxima
Bella, who posted a score of 72.630%.

Mégane Moissonnier and Olivier Perreau switch sports

The 2025 Equita Lyon features certain new events, including a Jump & Drive event proposed by the
saddle-maker CWD, which took place in the Equita Jump' arena. As the name (partially) suggests, this
type of event is a relay involving a horse-rider and a bike-rider, who work as team, with each person
having to complete a specific course. The aim is to go as fast as possible without knocking over any
bars or bails. This original, fun event was a big hit with both the audience and the participants, including

Sertorius de Rima Z*IFCE back in the groove

The French rider Pauline Basquin and her faithful Sertorius de Rima Z*IFCE finished in 5" place with a
solid routine that scored 72.326%. Pauline was generally satisfied with her performance in the Grand
Prix: "I'm happy because I'm starting to find my feeling again with Sertorius. He was very comfortable
during the trot and passage. | still have this slight issue in the canter, where he tends to take me to the
middle lines, which was the case at the European Championships. Today, | made two mistakes, on my
zig-zag line and on my pirouette line. It's something | need to sort out, but since he never makes the
mistake in training, it's not easy. It's more a question of balance than technique. That really motivated
me not to make a mistake on the line of tempi changes; you always have to look at the positive side of
things (laughs). We just missed out on a place on the podium, but that's sport. I'm really going to give
it everything in the Freestyle tomorrow. Above all, the aim is to have fun and to try and get closer to
80%. | know that the audience here in Lyon will help me. | love coming to Equita Lyon, it's a competition
that we really enjoy. My horse feels good there. The stables are very comfortable and quiet. The
atmosphere is incredible. At the same time, it's also great to see other disciplines and events, like the
western riding, pony-games, dressage clinics, show-jumping, etc.”

Results of the FEI World Cup Dressage, Grand Prix presented by CRE- ARA

1. Justin Verboomen (BEL) & Zonik Plus - 81.195%
2. Becky Moody (GBR) & Jagerbomb - 76.196%
3. Sandra Sysojeva (POL) & Maxima Bella - 72.630%
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Grand National FFE AC Print

Francois-Xavier Boudant snatches victory from under the nose of Baptiste Coupérie

In the show jumping, the flagship class of the Grand National FFE AC Print competition, the Grand Prix
Pro Elite Cheval TV (at 1.50m) saw Francois-Xavier Boudant finish first with Quercus van den Oude Eik.
The couple completed the fastest double clear round in 39"'45. The rider from Normandy was delighted
with his win, particularly since he was riding a horse that was competing in only its second Grand Prix
at 1.50m: "I'm really pleased with my horse, who is only 9 years old. Along with my team-mate
Stéphane Dufour, the Grand National FFE AC Print is one of our main objectives this season, so we're
giving it everything." He snatched victory from under the nose of Baptiste Coupérie and Irinka Lady,
who had already won yesterday's first event in the Grand National FFE AC Print and who were in the
lead for much of this class with a time of 39'49.

Having won this 15" stage on the Federal circuit, the Equimeca stable, represented by Francois-Xavier
Boudant and Stéphane Dufour, are third in the provisional rankings.

The show continues on Friday

Tomorrow, the public will be able to enjoy another rich programme of events with the FEI Dressage
World Cup and the Grand Prix Freestyle presented by FFE at 1.15pm. In the evening, dressage will
give way to show jumping, with the ever-spectacular Longines Grand Prix of the CSI 5-W scheduled to
start at 8.30pm.

View all the results and start-lists here.

PRESS CONTACTS
LONGINES EQUITA LYON, CONCOURS HIPPIQUE INTERNATIONAL

Martine Dolbeau, Astrid Thisse-Prost
presse@equitalyon.com

EL COMM’
Eloise Lépine
eloise.lepine-ext@gl-events.com - 06 15 52 35 28
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THE MAIN SPORTS EVENTS OF THE
LONGINES EQUITA LYON, CONCOURS HIPPIQUE INTERNATIONAL

Friday 31 October

. 8:00am: FEI Jumping Ponies'Trophy - Prix CWD

. 1:15pm: FEI World Cup Dressage - Grand Prix Freestyle presented by FFE

. 7:30pm: Longines Grand Prix CSI 5*-W followed by the equestrian show Une Nuit a Equita

Saturday 1 November

. 8:00am: FEI Driving World Cup presented by Laiterie de Montaigu, first leg

. 1:00pm: FEI Jumping Ponies'Trophy Grand Prix CWD

. 8:00pm: Equita Masters presented by Hermes Sellier (CSI5*), followed by the original equestrian show
Une Nuit a Equita

Sunday 2 November

. 10:30am: Amateur Gold Tour FFE Final - Vicomte A.

. 12:30pm: FEI Driving World Cup presented by Laiterie de Montaigu, second leg
. 3:00pm: Longines FEI World Cup Jumping Grand Prix

PLEASE NOTE:

The FEI World Cup dressage and driving events and the FEI Jumping Ponies' Trophy are open free of charge to all visitors with
an entrance ticket to the Show. The Longines FEI Jumping World Cup includes many events with free access, as well as three
flagship events that all the best riders in the world dream of winning: the Longines Grand Prix, the Equita Masters presented by
Hermes Sellier, and the Longines FEI Jumping World Cup stage (specific tickets are required for these three events)
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About GL events Equestrian Sport

GL events Equestrian Sport is the GL events Group's department specialising in horse-riding events.
The department is internationally acknowledged for its unique expertise. The GL events Group has
been involved in all the equestrian events at the Olympic and Paralympic Games since 1992.

Since its creation, GL events Equestrian Sport has played an active role in supporting equestrian sports,
while placing constant emphasis on the well-being of horses. The team is involved in the long-term
international development of equestrian disciplines, as an organiser and overlay-provider to tier-1
events.

- Organiser of Equita Lyon and the Longines Equita Lyon, Concours Hippique International

- Creator and organiser of the Printemps des Sports Equestres in Fontainebleau,

- Provider and partner of the Saut Hermeés at the Grand Palais, on behalf of the Maison Hermes,

- Partner to the French Equestrian Federation for the FFE Masters Pro Jumping,
And partner to the International Equestrian Federation (FEI) for the World Cup Finals in 2014 and 2018.
GL events Equestrian Sport and its expert teams also contributed to the success of the Paris 2024
Olympic and Paralympic Games, notably working on the equestrian and para-dressage events
organised in the magical setting of the Gardens of the Chéateau de Versailles.
In 2026, GL events Equestrian Sport will be organising the Official French Dressage CDIO5* at the
Grand Parquet in Fontainebleau, as part of the Printemps des Sports Equestres.
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